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April is National Child Abuse Prevention Month
#ChildAbusePreventionMonth

To Report Child Abuse and Neglect in Ohio
Call 855 O-H-CHILD
855-642-4453
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The Challenge I

Racial disproportionality in
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Ohio was ranks in the bottom 10% nationally on Ohio’s child welfare system
child welfare outcomes (2018 data) (2020 data)
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My hope for youth in care is
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Howis Ohio [

doing?

Does Ohio meet the National Standard?

* The percentage of children placed in Safety
congregate care among counties ranges : : . : .
S ) e e A X More Ohio children experience multiple instances of abuse and

neglect than nationally.
¢ Over 1,000 youth aged out of care in 9 Y

2019 and 2020, but in 2021, the number X M Ohio child : | hile | h : I
decreased to 952. ore IO Children expenence Ima treatment while 1n care than nationa Y.

* Participation in Bridges, which offers
independent living services to youth Permanency

who age out of care, increased by more \/ Ohio performs better than average on measures of permanency.
than 20% in each of the last two years.

* Roughly one in four children have more Ct children who are reunified, more return to foster care within
than one report of maltreatment in X 12 months than the national average.
one year.
e Children in Ohio who are Black are Stablility
three times more likely to be placed PR . : : .
- out-of-home care as children who \/ Placement stability s an area of strength for Ohio, with childrenmoving
are white. less frequently than in other states,



How are

counties doing?

Dashboard Link: https://cdfohio.org/policy/resources/kids-count/
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Benchmark County
Profile

This iz a sample profile that displays datafor s hypothetical county that
petforms better than average on specific measures. Population and other
rates listed in the header show the state averages. To wiew a specific

COLNTY, wisit ¥ -
Child Popubtion: 2,562,641 ChidreninCam [2021): 25,104
Elack: 15% Rats of Makreatment: 6.2
Hipanic: 7% Phcement Rate: §.7
Muhti-recal: 5% Maltrsatment Recumsncs Rats: 10.1%
Other 4% Re-sntry Rate: 10.4%
W hits: F0% Report Recurrence Rate: 22.1%

First and Foremost, Keep Children Safs.

This profile includes key indicators that mea sur how well our community is doing in e nsuring the safiety,
permanancy, stability and equity of childran and youthwho expenence mateatment. The measumsars
impor@nt but they don't tell the whole story. “Guthwith lived expenznoe have spoken: Chio must sysematicalty
@pture youth experiences from their own pers pective 10 mea sure pefo mance.
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Every Child Deserves to be Listened to.

‘b uth wha have been in foster ca e said the most effective performance measums should be @ptured from
youth themsehves. fisk them: Do you feel safs and comforable inyaur plcement? How woul you mte

your mitianship with your @sews tker? Are you awars of the Foster Yuth Bl of Rights? Responsas o thess
quastions should be messured at the sountykevel and included akingside other measuras when ealuating the

impa ct of eforms.

Totd Mumber of Wouth Yhao Aged Cur of
Fostar Care

Feremrt of Childran Who Re-artar Care
Wiithin the Year

R esntry State Semge

Farcert of Children Flamd in
Corgregart Cars, Kirship Cars and
Family Festar Cans

Placamant Category
B Congregate Care

Family FasmrCan:
W Kirship Car

Percent of Children W ho Experisncsd a
Trial Home Wistt, Independent Living
Sarvicas, or Who Ran fnay fmm
a Flacament

Plaz et Catwgry
B ndcpendent Living
Fungma AL

—
Benchmark County
Profile

Racial Equity Must Remain Central.

“huth whe have been in foster = sai the most affective performance measures shoukd be @ptured fram
youth themsehes. sk them: Do you feel safz and cemforable inyour phozment? How would you mte

your etianship with your @sews ther? Are you awa r of the Foster Youth Bill of Rights? Responses to thes
questions should be measurd at the sourtykevel and included akngside other measures when ealuating the
impa ct of reforms.

Maltrestmant Rats by Race and Age
per 1,000 Childran
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Reason to I

Hope

Reform efforts in Ohio
e Children Services Transformation
Youth and Family Ombudsman Office

Addressing Racism
Safe Babies Court Team
Family First Prevention Services

‘ ‘ A Youth Ombudsman office
represents hope to many of us
who were in foster care. ’ ’



Looking Ahead I

Questions that Can Serve as
Baseline Measures

Have you experienced
maltreatment in care?

Designing a Youth Experience Survey

Do you feel safe in your
placement?

Are you aware of the Foster
Youth Bill of Rights?

How would you rate the quality
of your relationship with

: C : our caseworker?
We also need to be taking qualitative, anonymous, if need be, ’

surveys of our kids in care, frequently, and asking them if they are How many caseworkers have

: you had during your time in
being maltreated. care?

Are you aware of independent
living resources and supports?

How prepared are you for
adulthood?




Key Takeaways

* Leaders in Ohio recognize the challenges faced by youth in
the child welfare system and are working toward reform.

* [dentitying measures is a key part of continuous quality
Improvement.

* Focus on performance measures that matter to youth
* Include youth interviews in performance measures
* Reimagine existing processes as performance measures

* Include measures of well-being from other systems



Challengesand [

Intersections

e Bias in data and the importance of survey design
« Caseworker workload and workforce challenges in Ohio

* Proactive role of the Youth Ombudsman office in using the
data

* Status updates about the Youth Ombudsman office
e Youth Ombudsman offices in other states
* Initiatives in other states
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