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OVERREPRESENTED & UNDERSERVED

Justice-involved students are sharply overrepresented
as English Learners, Foster Youth, and students enrolled
in Special Education. Many identify as LGBTQIA+, have
experienced homelessness, are in low-income
households, and have lived through multiple adverse
childhood experiences.

The prevalence of certain characteristics amongst
justice-involved students, as compared to their

Justice-involved students often encounter punitive
school discipline before becoming system-involved,
and most have endured high levels of instability and
interruptions to instructional time. Despite this,
justice-involved students remain committed to their
education and aspirations, though they are oftentimes
denied the supports they deserve to fully thrive.

In 2017, it was determined that even when students

There is an urgent need for educators to connect
students with appropriate education resources and for
educators to create safe, affirmative, and bias-free
classroom cultures. In doing so, educators can not only
mitigate the effects of system-involvement, but
preempt students from juvenile justice
system-involvement altogether.

This profile provides a closer look at the intersections

non-justice-involved peers, underscores how important
it is for educators to foster learning environments that
are affirmative of students’ identities and cultures and for
systems to integrate resources that are responsive to
students’ circumstances and educational needs.
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O LA County @ LAUSD
Enrollment Enrollment
1,511,354 students 633,621 students

One-Day Count

JUSTICE-INVOLVED YOUTH

One-Day Count

LA County Youth
on Probation

9,952 youth on
probation*
Cumulative

m LA County Youth
in Juvenile Halls
and Probation
Camps

569 youth in juvenile
halls®

301 youth in probation
camps®

One-Day Count

9¢ CAYouthin
County Juvenile
Facilities

23,465 youth
Cumulative®
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LAUSD Title |
Part D, Juvenile
Detention Program*

540 students
Cumulative

LACOE Title |
Part D, Juvenile
Detention Program*

4,673 students”
Cumulative

*The Title | Part D,
Juvenile Detention
Programis a
component of Title |
Part D, Prevention
and Intervention
Programs for
Children and Youth
Who Are Neglected,
Delinquent, or
At-Risk°

involved in both the Los Angeles County juvenile
justice and child welfare systems had higher rates of
documented education needs, it did not lead to
increased referrals or access to education services:.'

of identities and characteristics of justice-involved
youth to inform stakeholders, educators, and policy
makers on how our education system can best serve
justice-involved students.
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14%

of students?

Are In Special Education

329,

of justice-involved

students®
7

Are Foster Youth

1%

of students*

25%

of students?®

Are English Learners

—

00%

of justice-involved
@ youth® \

79%

of students™

7

Are In Low-Income
Households

Low-Income is
defined here as a
public school
student’s eligibility
to receive free or
reduced price
school meals.
Below are the
federal income
eligibility guidelines
for the 2016-17 year:*

Free School Meal:

$31,590 for a family
of four

Reduced Price
Meal:

$44,955 for a family
of four

Child Welfare Involvement Terms

Child Welfare Involvement : Active or Closed Case

Foster Dual

youth with

an open child
welfare
system case

youth with child
welfare and juvenile
justice system
iInvolvement—
concurrently

Crossover

youth with child
welfare and juvenile
justice system
involvement—
atany pointin time

o v

»*

89, 19%

of estimated youth
nationwide™

of justice-involved
students in CA™

Are LGBQ/GNCT

Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, or
Queer / Gender Nonconforming
or Transgender

- Of students
assigned female
at birth, 50%
identify as

LGBQ/GNCT "’




EDUCATIONAL INSTABILITY

SCHOOL MOBILITY & HIGH SCHOOL DROPOUT®

 UNDERLYING
SYSTEMIC

Educational instability occurs when a
student’s school of attendance or
out-of-home placement changes. Attended Rate

High Schools Dropout

A single school change during high school
can double a student’s risk of dropping out®
and a single welfare placement change can

reduce academic growth by 2.52 percentile
H 39

School instability and child welfare placement
instability are even more disruptive when
experienced together,* as students must
navigate the challenges of adjusting to a new
living situation and a new school.

BARRIERS

Justice-involved students face systemic barriers
that interfere with their learning experiences.
Barriers include histories of trauma and exposure to
violence, discrimination, and education instability.

IR R
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While justice-involved students experience
extreme rates of educational instability, they remain
unrelentingly ambitious: steadfast in their long-term
academic goals and committed to realizing their
visions of post-secondary education success.

Youth on Probation average

8 SCHOOL CHANGES &

TRAUMA

5 PLACEMENT CHANGES"

A study on violence exposure®™ and LA County Youth in
Juvenile Halls and Probation Camps ® revealed that:

72%

had been
shot or
shot at

Female Youth

58%

reported
having had
agun held
up to their
heads

57%

had witnessed
the murder of a
friend or
relative

29

reported having
been sexually
assaulted or
molested

Commercial Sexual Exploitation (CSE)

of LA County Youth
on Probation 4

identified as CSE
survivors®

1%

of recovered CSE
survivors were Black
female youth?°

17%

had witnessed
a suicide

across their entire educational history

by the time of system-contact

8%

Less than 30% of general student youth
attend more than one high school* 1/5

Female youth reported
higher rates of PTSD
symptomatology, and
nearly all their households
had received a referral to
the child welfare system
for abuse or neglect.
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of recovered CSE survivors
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child welfare system referral*
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OVERCRIMINALIZATION

33%

120%

91%

33%

Youth who possess distinct and intersectional characteristics of race/ethnicity and sexual orientation, gender identity and expression
are at heightened risk of being disproportionately subjected to punitive responses in all systems—education, child welfare,2 and
juvenile justice®®*—as compared to their white, cisgender, gender-conforming (GC), and/or heterosexual peers.

BLACK & BROWN YOUTH

Nearly all justice-involved youth in LA County are youth of color.

Black youth are the most disproportionately at school when compared to White
enrolled racial subgroup in LA County schools  students, but almost two times as likely to
that serve students in juvenile halls and receive school-based discipline.*®
probation camps,?’ but research on racial

disparities along every juncture in the Systemic racism impacts all students of color.
school-to-prison pipeline reveals underlying Participation in extracurricular academics and

patterns of systemic racism.

sports decreases school discipline for White
students, but—alarmingly—increases rates of

For example, Black students have been school discipline for Black, Latino, Asian, and
documented as being less likely to misbehave  Multiracial students.

Black female youth are the most overrepresented
racial and gender subgroup*

Students Justice-Involved Students

BLACK YOUTH 8%

BLACK FEMALE (o)
YOUTH 8 /O

ITTS INTERSECTIONAL

SUSPENSION RATES”

2% O LA County Students

1 5% W Justice-Involved Students
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