
 

  

 

 

 
Children in the States 2012: Notes and Sources 
 
 
Data for the Children in the States fact sheets are the most current available as of January 26, 2012.  
More recent data on many of these indicators will become available throughout the year. 
 
 
CHILD POPULATION 
 
For Child Population data we use three-year estimates instead of one-year estimates due to the ability of 
the former to provide state-specific breakdowns for smaller racial and ethnic groups, such as Pacific 
Islanders. For all other data points we use information from a single year.  

Total Number of Children:  U.S. Census Bureau. 2011. 2008-2010 American Community Survey 3-Year 
Estimates, Table B01001. Accessed via American FactFinder 
2: http://factfinder2.census.gov/bkmk/table/1.0/en/ACS/10_3YR/B01001/0100000US.04000. Calculations 
by Children’s Defense Fund. 
 
Number of White Children: U.S. Census Bureau. 2011. 2008-2010 American Community Survey 3-Year 
Estimates, Table C01001H. Accessed via American FactFinder 
2: http://factfinder2.census.gov/bkmk/table/1.0/en/ACS/10_3YR/C01001H/0100000US.04000. 
 
Number of Black Children: U.S. Census Bureau. 2011. 2008-2010 American Community Survey 3-Year 
Estimates, Table C01001B. Accessed via American FactFinder 
2: http://factfinder2.census.gov/bkmk/table/1.0/en/ACS/10_3YR/C01001B/0100000US.04000.  

Number of Hispanic Children: U.S. Census Bureau. 2011. 2008-2010 American Community Survey 3-
Year Estimates, Table C01001I. Accessed via American FactFinder 
2: http://factfinder2.census.gov/bkmk/table/1.0/en/ACS/10_3YR/C01001I/0100000US.04000. 

Number of Asian/Pacific Islander Children 

• Asian Children: U.S. Census Bureau. 2011. 2008-2010 American Community Survey 3-Year 
Estimates, Table C01001D. Accessed via American FactFinder 
2: http://factfinder2.census.gov/bkmk/table/1.0/en/ACS/10_3YR/C01001D/0100000US.04000.  

• Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander Children: U.S. Census Bureau. 2011. 2008-2010 American 
Community Survey 3-Year Estimates, Table C01001E. Accessed via American FactFinder 
2: http://factfinder2.census.gov/bkmk/table/1.0/en/ACS/10_3YR/C01001E/0100000US.04000.  

• For 38 states the Children’s Defense Fund summed the Asian and Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander 
populations. In 13 states there was not a sufficient sample of Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander 
children for the Census Bureau to report state-specific estimates. As a result, the populations 
reported for the following states are for Asian children only: Delaware, District of Columbia, Maine, 
Mississippi, Montana, New Hampshire, New Mexico, North Dakota, Rhode Island, South Dakota, 
Vermont, West Virginia, and Wyoming. 
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Number of American Indian/Alaska Native Children: U.S. Census Bureau. 2011. 2008-2010 American 
Community Survey 3-Year Estimates, Table C01001C. Accessed via American FactFinder 
2: http://factfinder2.census.gov/bkmk/table/1.0/en/ACS/10_3YR/C01001C/0100000US.04000 

Number of Children of Two or More Races: U.S. Census Bureau. 2011. 2008-2010 American 
Community Survey 3-Year Estimates, Table C01001G: Sex by Age (Two or More Races). Accessed via 
American FactFinder 
2: http://factfinder2.census.gov/bkmk/table/1.0/en/ACS/10_3YR/C01001G/0100000US.04000 

 
MOMENTS 
 
All "moments" are calculated by Children’s Defense Fund, based on data from these sources: 
 
Abuse and Neglect: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and 
Families, Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Children’s Bureau. 2011. “Child Maltreatment 
2010,” Table 3-6. Washington, DC: Children’s 
Bureau. http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/pubs/cm10/cm10.pdf. 
 
Infant Deaths: Miniño, Arialdi M., Sherry L. Murphy, Jiaquan Xu, and Kenneth D. Kochanek. 2011. 
“Deaths: Final Data for 2008,” Table 22. National Vital Statistics Report 
59(1). http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nvsr/nvsr59/nvsr59_10.pdf 

 
RANKINGS 
 
All rankings are calculated by Children’s Defense Fund, based on data from the following sources.  1st 
represents the best state for children on the specific measure, 51st represents the worst state for children. 
 
Low Birthweight: Hamilton, Brady E. Joyce A. Martin, and Stephanie J. Ventura. 2011. “Births: 
Preliminary Data for 2010, Internet Tables,” Table I-4. National Vital Statistics Report 
60(2). http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nvsr/nvsr60/nvsr60_02_tables.pdf  

Infant Mortality: Miniño, Arialdi M., Sherry L. Murphy, Jiaquan Xu, and Kenneth D. Kochanek. 2011. 
“Deaths: Final Data for 2008,” Table 22. National Vital Statistics Report 
59(1). http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nvsr/nvsr59/nvsr59_10.pdf 
 
Per Pupil Expenditures:  Johnson, Frank, Lei Zhou, Nanae Nakamoto, and Stephen Q. Cornman. 2011. 
“Revenues and Expenditures for Public Elementary and Secondary Education: School Year 2008-09 
(Fiscal Year 2009): First Look,” Table 3. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of 
Education. http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2011/2011329.pdf  
 
 
CHILD POVERTY 
 
Poor Children, number and percent (for states): U.S. Census Bureau. 2011. 2010 American 
Community Survey 1-Year Estimates, Table B17001. Accessed via American FactFinder 
2: http://factfinder2.census.gov/bkmk/table/1.0/en/ACS/10_1YR/B17001/0100000US.04000. Calculations 
by Children’s Defense Fund. 
 
Children in Extreme Poverty, number and percent (for states): U.S. Census Bureau. 2011. 2010 
American Community Survey 1-Year Estimates, Table B17024. Accessed via American FactFinder 
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2: http://factfinder2.census.gov/bkmk/table/1.0/en/ACS/10_1YR/B17024/0100000US.04000. Calculations 
by Children’s Defense Fund. 
 
Poor Children, number and percent (for nation): U.S. Census Bureau. 2011. CPS 2011 Annual Social 
and Economic Supplement, Table 
POV01. http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/cpstables/032011/pov/new01_100_01.htm. 
 
Children in Extreme Poverty, number and percent (for nation): U.S. Census Bureau. 2011. CPS 2011 
Annual Social and Economic Supplement, Table 
POV01. http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/cpstables/032011/pov/new01_50_01.htm. 
 
TANF Recipients: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and 
Families, Office of Family Assistance. 2011. “TANF: Total Number of Recipients,” data for average 
number of recipients for calendar year 2011 (January through 
June). http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/ofa/data-reports/caseload/2011/2011_recipient_tan.htm 
 
TANF Benefit Levels: Urban Institute. 2011. “Welfare Rules Database,” Table II.A.4, data for 
2010. http://anfdata.urban.org/databook_tabs/2010/II.A.4.xls  
 
 
CHILD HEALTH 
 
Number and Percent of Uninsured Children: U.S. Census Bureau. 2011. “Health Insurance Historical 
Tables - HIB Series,” Table HIB-5, data for 2010 for children under age 
18. http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/hlthins/data/historical/files/hihistt5B.xls  

CHIP Enrollment: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 2011. “Connecting Kids to Coverage: 
Continuing the Progress, 2010 CHIPRA Annual Report,” Appendix 1. Washington, DC: U.S. Department 
of Health and Human 
Services. http://www.insurekidsnow.gov/professionals/reports/chipra/2010_annual.pdf  
 
CHIP Eligibility  

• Eligibility Guidelines: Heberlein, Martha, Tricia Brooks, Jocelyn Guyer, Samantha Artiga, and 
Jessica Stephens. 2012. “Performing Under Pressure: Annual Findings of a 50-State Survey of 
Eligibility, Enrollment, Renewal, and Cost-Sharing Policies in Medicaid, and CHIP, 2011-2012,” 
Table 1A. Washington, DC: Kaiser Family 
Foundation. http://www.kff.org/medicaid/upload/8272.pdf                                   

• Federal Poverty Guidelines: Sebelius, Kathleen. 2012. “Annual Update of the HHS Poverty 
Guidelines.” Federal Register 77(17): 4034-
35. https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2012/01/26/2012-1603/annual-update-of-the-hhs-
poverty-guidelines  

Medicaid Enrollment and Expenditures: Center for Medicare & Medicaid Services. 2011. “Medicaid 
Statistical Information System (MSIS) State Summary Datamart,” Data for 2009. http://msis.cms.hhs.gov/ 
Calculations by Children's Defense Fund. Data for Massachusetts, Utah, and Wisconsin are from 2008 
and are not included in the national totals. 

Medicaid and CHIP Participation Rates: Kenney, Genevieve M., Victoria Lynch, Jennifer Haley, 
Michael Huntress, Dean Resnick, and Christine Coyer. 2011. “Gains for Children: Increased Participation 
in Medicaid and CHIP in 2009,” Exhibit 10. Washington, DC: Robert Wood Johnson Foundation and 
Urban Institute. http://www.urban.org/UploadedPDF/412379-Gains-for-Children.pdf  
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Immunization Rates: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 2011. “Immunization Coverage in the 
U.S.: 2010 Table Data,” Table for data by State (includes birth dose of HepB and 2+doses Hep 
A). http://www2a.cdc.gov/nip/coverage/nis/CountNIS.asp?fmt=v&rpt=tab03_antigen_state.xlsx&qtr=Q1/20
10-Q4/2010 Measure used is for the 4:3:1:3:3:1:4 series, which includes 4 or more doses of DTaP, 3 or 
more doses of poliovirus vaccine, 1 or more doses of any MMR vaccine, ≥3 doses of Hib vaccine of any 
type, 3 or more doses of HepB, 1 or more doses of varicella vaccine, and 4 or more doses of PCV. 
 
 
CHILD HUNGER 
 
Children Receiving SNAP (Food Stamps): Eslami, Esa, Kai Filion, and Mark Strayer. 2011. 
“Characteristics of Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program Households: Fiscal Year 2010,” Table B-
11. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Service, Office of Research and 
Analysis. http://www.fns.usda.gov/ora/menu/Published/snap/FILES/Participation/2010Characteristics.pdf  
 
Percent of Eligible Adults and Children Receiving SNAP (food stamps): Cunnyngham, Karen E., and 
Laura A. Castner. 2010. “Reaching Those in Need: State Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
Participation Rates in 2008,” p. 5. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Agriculture Food and Nutrition 
Service. http://www.fns.usda.gov/ora/menu/published/snap/FILES/Participation/Reaching2008.pdf  
 
Number of Children in the School Lunch Program: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition 
Service. 2012. “National School Lunch Program: Total Participation,” preliminary data for fiscal year 
2011. http://www.fns.usda.gov/pd/01slfypart.htm  
 
Number of Children in the Summer Food Services Program: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Food 
and Nutrition Service. 2012. “Summer Food Service Program: Average Daily Attendance,” preliminary 
data for Fiscal Year 2011. http://www.fns.usda.gov/pd/04sffypart.htm  
 
Number of Women and Children Receiving WIC: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition 
Service. 2012. “WIC Program: Total Participation,” preliminary data for Fiscal Year 
2011. http://www.fns.usda.gov/pd/26wifypart.htm  
 
 
EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT 
 
Parents in the Labor Force: U.S. Census Bureau. 2011. 2010 American Community Survey 1-Year 
Estimates, Table B23008. Accessed via American FactFinder 
2: http://factfinder2.census.gov/bkmk/table/1.0/en/ACS/10_1YR/B23008/0100000US.04000. Calculations 
by Children’s Defense Fund. 
 
Head Start Enrollment: Center for Law and Social Policy. “CLASP DataFinder,” data for Head Start 
Enrollment for 2010. http://www.clasp.org/data  
 
Children Served by CCDF/CCDBG: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for 
Children and Families, Child Care Bureau, Child Care and Development Fund. “Child Care and 
Development Fund Preliminary Estimates: Average Monthly Adjusted Number of Families and Children 
Served 
(FFY2009).” http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/ccb/data/ccdf_data/09acf800_preliminary/table1.htm. 
 
Cost of Child Care: National Association of Child Care Resource and Referral Agencies. 2011. “Parents 
and the High Cost of Child Care: 2011 Report,” Appendix 1. Arlington, VA: National Association of Child 
Care Resource and Referral 
Agencies. http://www.naccrra.org/sites/default/files/default_site_pages/2011/cost_report_2011_full_report
_0.pdf  
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3-year-olds and 4-year-olds Enrolled in State Pre-K Programs: Barnett, W. Steven, Dale J. Epstein, 
Megan E. Carolan, Jen Fitzgerald, Debra J. Ackerman, and Alison H. Friedman. 2010. “The State of 
Preschool 2010: State Preschool Yearbook,” Table 4. New Brunswick, NJ: National Institute for Early 
Education Research. http://nieer.org/yearbook/pdf/yearbook.pdf  
 
 
EDUCATION 
 
Per Pupil Expenditures: Johnson, Frank, Lei  Zhou, Nanae Nakamoto, and Stephen Q. Cornman. 2011. 
“Revenues and Expenditures for Public Elementary and Secondary Education: School Year 2008-09 
(Fiscal Year 2009): First Look,” Table 3. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of 
Education. http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2011/2011329.pdf  
 
4th and 8th Grade Reading and Math Achievement: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of 
Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics. “NAEP Data 
Explorer.” http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/naepdata/dataset.aspx Calculations by Children’s Defense 
Fund. 
 
High School Drop Outs: U.S. Census Bureau. 2011. 2010 American Community Survey 1-Year 
Estimates, Table B14005. Accessed via American FactFinder 
2: http://factfinder2.census.gov/bkmk/table/1.0/en/ACS/10_1YR/B14005/0100000US.04000. Calculations 
by Children’s Defense Fund. 
 
 
CHILD WELFARE 
 
Abuse and Neglect: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and 
Families, Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Children’s Bureau. 2011. “Child Maltreatment 
2010,” Table 3-6. Washington, DC: Children’s 
Bureau. http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/pubs/cm10/cm10.pdf. 
 
Children in Foster Care: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children 
and Families. 2011. "Foster Care FY2002 - FY2010 Entries, Exits, and Numbers of Children in Care on 
the Last Day of Each Federal Fiscal Year,” data for fiscal year 
2010. http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/stats_research/afcars/statistics/entryexit2010.pdf   
 
Children Adopted from Foster Care: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Children's 
Bureau. 2011. "Adoptions of Children with Public Welfare Agency Involvement by State FY 2002 - FY 
2010," data for fiscal year 
2010. http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/stats_research/afcars/adoptchild10.pdf.  
 
Grandparents Raising Grandchildren: U.S. Census Bureau. 2011. 2006-2010 American Community 
Survey 5-Year Estimates, Table B10050. Accessed via American FactFinder 
2: http://factfinder2.census.gov/bkmk/table/1.0/en/ACS/10_5YR/B10050/0100000US.04000. 
 
 
YOUTH AT RISK 
 
Percent of 16- to 19-year-olds not enrolled in school and not high school graduates: U.S. Census 
Bureau. 2011. 2010 American Community Survey 1-Year Estimates, Table B14005. Accessed via 
American FactFinder 
2: http://factfinder2.census.gov/bkmk/table/1.0/en/ACS/10_1YR/B14005/0100000US.04000. Calculations 
by Children’s Defense Fund. 
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Averaged Freshman Graduation Rate: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education 
Statistics. 2011. “Public School Graduates and Dropouts from the Common Core of Data: School Year 
2008–09: First Look,” Table 3, data for percent graduating within four years of starting ninth grade. 
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Education. http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2011/2011312.pdf 
 
Teen Unemployment Rate: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. “Employment Status 
of the Civilian Noninstitutional Population by Sex, Race, Hispanic or Latino Ethnicity, and Detailed Age, 
2010 Annual Averages,” data for percent of teens ages 16 through 19 who do not have a job and are 
looking for work. http://www.bls.gov/lau/table14full10.pdf;  
 
Juvenile Arrests: U.S. Department of Justice, Federal Bureau of Investigation. “Crime in the United 
States: 2010,” Table 69. http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/ucr/crime-in-the-u.s/2010/crime-in-the-u.s.-
2010/tables/10tbl69.xls. Information for the District of Columbia is from 2009, and the national total does 
not reflect these data.  
 
Children and Teens in Juvenile Residential Facilities: Hockenberry, Sarah, Melissa Sickmund, and 
Anthony Sladky. 2011. “Juvenile Residential Facility Census, 2008: Selected Findings,” p. 2. Juvenile 
Offenders and Victims: National Report Series Bulletin (July 
2011). https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/ojjdp/231683.pdf 
 
Ratio, Cost Per Prisoner vs. Cost Per Pupil: Calculations by the Children’s Defense Fund for fiscal 
year 2007 using the following: 
 

• Prison Expenditures: Kyckelhahn, Tracey. 2010. “Justice Expenditure and Employment 
Extracts, 2007,” Table cjee0710. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice 
Statistics. http://bjs.ojp.usdoj.gov/index.cfm?ty=pbdetail&iid=2315 

• Number of Prisoners: Couture, Heather, and William J. Sabol. 2008. “Prison Inmates At Midyear 
2007,” Appendix Table 2. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice 
Statistics. http://bjs.ojp.usdoj.gov/index.cfm?ty=pbdetail&iid=840  

• Spending per Pupil: U.S. Department of Education. 2009. Digest of Education Statistics, Table 
185, data for 2006-07 excluding facility construction and 
renovation. http://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/d09/tables/dt09_185.asp  

 
Firearm Deaths of Children and Teens: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. “Fatal Injury 
Reports,” data for 2009. Accessed using the Web-based Injury Statistics Query and Reporting System 
(WISQARS). http://www.cdc.gov/injury/wisqars/fatal_injury_reports.html  Calculations by the Children’s 
Defense Fund. Due to new, more restrictive rules about the release of state-level death data, information 
is not reported if there are fewer than 10 deaths in a category. 
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