October 20, 2020
Members of the United States Senate:

As the nation’s official COVID-19 death toll surpasses 216,000 and more than 13 million
Americans remain unemployed, we challenge members of the United States Senate to insist
on enactment of comprehensive pandemic relief legislation prior to any floor vote to confirm a
nominee for associate justice of the U.S. Supreme Court. As organizations representing
frontline health care providers, community-based organizations and advocates for families hit
hardest by the pandemic, we urge you commit to coming together in response to this
immense and immediate threat, before contemplating a divisive eleventh-hour Supreme
Court confirmation.

Legislation responding to the health and economic consequences of COVID-19 must be
Congress’ top priority. The pandemic has taken the heaviest toll on those already bearing the
burdens of health disparity and economic marginalization resulting from centuries of
institutional racism. According to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the
COVID-19 case rate, hospitalization rate, and death rate are all significantly higher for
persons of color — in the case of some communities of color, four or five times higher than
for white people. And as both clinicians and researchers have documented, immigrants and
their families face additional obstacles, including language barriers and abusive immigration
policies that discourage needed testing and care.

An effective policy response that sharply increases access to testing and treatment could
make a real difference. To be effective, such a response would not only direct resources
toward families of color, including immigrant families, but would also lower barriers to care by
eliminating policies that deter families from seeking care during the pandemic. And an
effective response would address the pandemic’s urgent economic consequences for
families of color, including immigrant families.

Many of us have already urged the Senate to adopt specific policies, including reversal of the
Trump administration’s public charge policy and inclusive provisions of the HEROES Act
legislation passed by the U.S. House of Representatives in May. Since then, while the
Senate has failed to act, the COVID-19 death count has doubled, and millions of working
families have lost the enhanced unemployment and other financial lifelines then in place.

There is no excuse for further delay in Senate consideration of serious pandemic response
legislation. Taking on a divisive partisan debate over a Supreme Court nomination will only
serve to reduce the likelihood of a bipartisan compromise on pandemic response. This must
be the top priority for Congress.

We urge that the Supreme Court nominee’s confirmation hearings be canceled and not to
move forward with the nomination process. Instead, Congress must take immediate action to
address the pandemic and to provide support to all individuals and families, including
immigrants.
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