Members of the 116th Congress May 5th 2020
Washington, DC

Dear Members of Congress,

As you work to craft the next bill to address the COVID-19 crisis, we urge your support for
bigger, regular direct payments to people until we reach full employment.

The CARES Act was an important first step, but there is more to be done to address the gaps
and the deepening need. With tens of millions filing for unemployment over the past month, and
analysts warning that the economic crisis is likely to last years, not months, Congress must take
bold action. We are grateful to see that Speaker Pelosi has called for more direct cash
payments and Leader Hoyer has called for monthly cash assistance and we need to ensure
these remain a top priority and at a scale to do the most good for the most people in these
uncertain times.

We urge you to provide Emergency Money to the People in any upcoming legislative package.
This means bigger, regular payments to those who need it most, lasting until the economy
recovers:

e Bigger— $7200 is not enough: Many people struggled to pay rent or mortgage, plus
other bills, on their paychecks alone before the pandemic. Now, millions of families are
facing mounting bills and unprecedented job losses. Even as Americans patch together
unemployment insurance and other benefits, they risk the inability to meet their basic
needs -- and falling into economic distress. $1200 in direct payments for adults and $500
per child was a good start but simply not enough.

e Regular— Delivered monthly: Over the last month, workers across the country have lost
jobs and income at historic rates. Some figured out a way to make their April 1 rent
payments; but nearly one third haven’t. Without regular support, too many families are
likely to be in the same unrelenting dilemma month after month. It makes sense to
deliver cash support monthly, ensuring that families will have money as they face
persistent hardship over the coming months.

e Lasting— Until the economy recovers: Ensuring that cash payments last as long as this
economic crisis will help Americans get back on their feet, and help boost the economy.
Hoping that Congress can authorize more payments when the need arises won’t work
and places too much hope in bipartisan cooperation on a continuing series of stimulus
bills. There is a growing chorus of support for regular payments and automatic stabilizers
to trigger an end to payments and to resume them when economic conditions worsen in
the future.

e Full inclusion— Don’t leave anyone behind: Congress should ensure that CARES Act
payments reach those who need them. This means including immigrant workers and
their families, which includes millions of US citizen children; making dependents of all
ages eligible; improving delivery to move money as quickly as possible; and telling the



https://www.economicsecurityproject.org/emergencymoney/
https://www.wsj.com/articles/nearly-a-third-of-u-s-renters-didnt-pay-april-rent-11586340000
https://www.harris.senate.gov/news/press-releases/as-low-income-communities-struggle-harris-pushes-for-recurring-monthly-payments_
https://cpc-grijalva.house.gov/uploads/2020.04.09_CARES2%20CPC%20Priorities.pdf
https://newdemocratcoalition.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/new-democrat-coalition-urges-house-and-committee-leadership-to-act
https://newdemocratcoalition.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/new-democrat-coalition-urges-house-and-committee-leadership-to-act

IRS to use all tools at its disposal to identify everybody eligible and make sure payments
actually get to them, especially people who are low-income and don't file taxes, are

unbanked, or are experiencing homelessness.

As Congress looks to its next round of legislation we must cast a wider net and help everyone
with extraordinary expenses. It makes sense to extend relief to keep businesses afloat and help
keep wages flowing, and it is essential to fund state and local governments. At the same time,
we must also keep families afloat through recurring direct payments, expanded unemployment
insurance, and food/housing aid to those in need. Solutions that focus only on employers and
wage replacement will inevitably leave some people out and leave some people short.

Congress must provide lasting financial support to the millions of American families who were
already living paycheck to paycheck before this crisis unfolded. We urge you to provide
Emergency Money to the People in the next coronavirus response package.

Sincerely,
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