April 20, 2020

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi The Honorable Mitch McConnell
Speaker Majority Leader

United States House of Representatives United States Senate

The Honorable Chuck Schumer The Honorable Kevin McCarthy
Minority Leader Minority Leader

United States Senate United States House of Representatives

Dear Speaker Pelosi, Majority Leader McConnell, Minority Leader McCarthy, and Minority Leader
Schumer:

As national, state, and local advocates we are writing to urge Congress to ensure that during
the coronavirus pandemic, all benefits, programs, services and assistance provided through
COVID-19 response legislation are open to all persons who are eligible and in need, free from
discrimination.

As the coronavirus pandemic continues to profoundly impact the lives of all Americans,
communities of color, women, and LGBTQ+ people will be disproportionately affected.

In Michigan African Americans make up 35% of coronavirus cases, and 40% of deaths, despite
representing only 14% of Michigan’s population; lllinois and North Carolina show similar trends'.
Evidence that Asian-Americans are increasingly subject to racist discrimination amid the
coronavirus is mounting'. There is overwhelming evidence that Black women are already
subject to discrimination in the provision of health care". Given that 18% of Latinxs are
uninsured compared to around 5% of non-Hispanic Whites, and uninsurance rates were on the
rise for Latinx children prior to the start of this pandemic the crisis will have a devastating effect
on this population”. 1/3 of U.S. households have people with disabilities and people with
disabilities are some of the most vulnerable to severe health problems caused by the novel
coronavirus' - and to discriminatory rationing of care policies". LGBTQ people have long faced
discrimination in the health care system which has negatively impacted their health outcomes
and has additionally made them wary of accessing services in the first place*’. Women are
overrepresented in many frontline jobs yet are paid less than men for the same work; for
example, women grocery store cashiers earn on average just 65 cents for every man’s dollar'™.
We must not exacerbate existing health and economic inequities by allowing qualified
individuals to be turned away from federally funded services.

Thus, we urge Congress to include provisions in future COVID-19 response legislation to
ensure that no eligible person in need is excluded from participation in, denied the benefits of, or
subjected to discrimination in the administration of programs and services funded by federal
COVID-19 response legislation based on non-merit factors such as (but not limited to) age,
disability, sex (including sexual orientation, gender identity, and pregnancy, childbirth, and
related medical conditions), race, color, national origin, immigration status, or religion; and to
ensure that fund recipients treat as valid all marriages that are valid under federal law.



Denying eligible people needed COVID-19 response services weakens public health and the
economy. We call on Congress to prevent such exclusions by including specific language
prohibiting discrimination in all COVID-19 response bills.

Sincerely,
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